RESEARCH SECTION
Business Meeting

Monday, May 22

4:30 – 6:00 p.m.

Convention Center, Prescott 6

Final Minutes

1. Chair Molly Harris welcomed section members and Jean Shipman, incoming MLA President, to the business meeting. Jean stressed the importance of the Research Section and research expertise and she hopes that the Research Section will provide guidance in the vital area of research. Her research goals include hiring a consultant to conduct an ROI (return on investment) study that will prove the value of providing consumer health information on patient outcomes, patient safety, and health care costs. MLA will also be adopting and promulgating a revised MLA Research Policy Statement this coming year.

2. Jo Anne Marshall, past MLA President and Board Liaison to the Research Policy Statement Revision Task Force, announced that this Task Force is holding an open forum on Tuesday, May 23, and she encouraged Research Section members to provide feedback regarding the Task Force’s current effort to revise MLA’s Research Policy Statement. To increase awareness of this effort, a link to the Task Force’s web site will be placed on the Research Section web site (http://www.mlanet.org/members/directory/taskforces/research_policy.html). The Research Section also agreed to co-sponsor the upcoming 4th International EBL Conference in Durham, North Carolina, May 4-11, 2007 (http://www.eblip4.unc.edu/).

3. Reports:

Treasurer – Susan Lessick


Susan distributed the 2006 Treasurer’s Report. The Section started with $3,267.14 
in its bank account as of May 2005, spent $825.35, and received $2117.28 in
membership dues from MLA headquarters. As of April 30, 2006, the balance
stands at $4,559.07.

Section Council – Ruth Fenske
· Sections have been asked to check their bylaws to insure that they are in compliance in MLA bylaws, especially regarding deadlines and online voting. The process for updating the Section bylaws includes: revising bylaws, submitting revised bylaws to Tovah Reis, Section Council Chair, and Carolyn Kopper, Chair of the Bylaws Committee, for approval, and then Section members voting for the bylaws change per original Section bylaws (at the annual business meeting next year). 
· Lunch with Sections for MLA ’06 will take place Tuesday, 12:30-2 p.m. Research Section members are encouraged to attend.
· The Board is reviewing the issue of benefits for non-members of MLA and would like feedback from all Sections on Section mailing lists. Should they be open to MLA members only?

· The Sections were reminded that all candidates for officers of Sections must be MLA members. Section nominating committees should consult the MLANET online directory or call Kate Corcoran at MLA headquarters to verify member status.

· The Board is considering offering Sections the capability of holding Section elections as part of the general MLA elections with MLA headquarters handling these Section elections. MLA would charge Sections an annual fee of $750 per Section for handling Section elections.


Hypothesis Editor – Priscilla Stephenson
Priscilla reported that Hypothesis has adopted the ICMJE Uniform Standards for the submission of research manuscripts. This will insure that Hypothesis uses the same bibliographic style as that used by most major medical journals. At the request of the Research Section, JMLA will also be moving to the ICMJE standard with the January 2007. Additionally, Priscilla reported that she is looking for a volunteer(s) to create a new graphic design for the newsletter. Lee McCarley who has been responsible for posting Hypothesis on the Web site is leaving Mercer, and the Section may want to consider moving Hypothesis to MLANET.


Web Site Editor – Allan Barclay


The Web site needs to be enhanced in terms of currency, content and graphics. 
Allan strongly encouraged officers and chairs to review information on the Web 
site and provide current and/or additional content. He can usually complete 
updates sent to him within 48 hours.

Awards Committee – Carole Gilbert

Everyone seemed pleased with the new evaluation form that was used this year by 
the judges for the papers/posters. Judges are encouraged to send feedback about 
this year’s forms and judging process and forms to Carol.


Bylaws Committee – Peggy Mullaly-Quijas


The Bylaws Committee will be reviewing and making revisions to our Section 
bylaws in order to bring them into concordance with MLA bylaws. Since online 
voting is now precluded until we change our Section bylaws, it was suggested that 
a clause be inserted into our Section bylaws that states something to the effect that 
‘if MLA bylaws change, MLA bylaws will take precedence if/when Section 
bylaws
differ with MLA bylaws and/or become out-of-date.’

Continuing Education Committee – Claire Twose

The Committee recently started an EBL Discussion Group. Claire Twose and Molly Harris are awaiting final approval for an MLA’07 CE course entitled: "Do It Right II:  Selecting and Using Bibliographic Software for a Systematic Review or Other Large Project.” A suggestion was made to possibly develop a CE course for MLA 2008 based on the excellent CDC course on systematic reviews that was recently offered at CDC by the U.S. Cochrane Center.


Evidence-Based Librarianship Implementation Committee & International 
Research Collaboration Committee – Jon Eldredge
Jon clarified the Research Section's long-standing involvement with the international EBL conferences, including our Section giving seed money for the 2nd conference in Alberta ($1000). Since there was a surplus following the 2nd international conference, these monies were transferred to the 3rd international conference. The same scenario happened during the 3rd conference, so the 4th conference now has been "financed" by the MLA Research Section due to these conference surpluses. Hypothesis has also provided good coverage of these conferences. 

 

As a member of the MLA Research Policy Statement Revision Task Force, Jon reported that the Task Force hopes to develop a one-page research statement that will include a link to a separate research agenda, among other relevant links. The research agenda would be developed after surveying the MLA leadership. Jon proposed that the Research Section maintain this research agenda on an ongoing annual basis. Additionally, Jon reported that a new MLA member from Dubai has a strong interest in research. 


Governmental Relations Liaison – Ophelia Morey


The Legislative Update takes place on Tuesday, May 23, at 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
in the Convention Center, Tuscon 42-43.

Membership Committee – no report


Nominating Committee – no report


Practice Guidelines Advisory Committee – Dawn Littleton
Dawn recommended that the scope of responsibilities and purpose of the RS Practice Guidelines Advisory Committee be reviewed in the future to ensure its effectiveness. It will also be important to generate a committee charge that clarifies this and a working definition of practice guidelines in the context of the Research Section, including who will be using these practice guidelines.

Program Committee – Molly Harris

Molly would like to develop session programs that emphasizes research related to health 
information literacy to support Jean Shipman’s research goals. These would include:

1) Continue Research 101 tools, research techniques for practitioners: statistics, the place for qualitative vs. qualitative research, grant writing

2) Evidence-based librarianship
3) Health information literacy on patient outcomes, patient safety, health care costs
4) Consumer health information: sources, evaluation, training of patients


Research Resources Committee – Leslie Behm


Leslie distributed a new Research Section brochure that was developed this year. 
Brochures will be available at the Section table and at the Lunch with Sections 
event on Tuesday. Send any feedback about the brochures to Leslie at 
behm@msu.edu.


Research Results Dissemination Committee – no report

4. Continuing Business
Molly stressed the importance of each officer/chair/liaison updating and providing documents and information to create a Section Procedural Manual and to update and populate the Web site. Although the accomplishment of these tasks were among her goals for last year, they have become mandatory according to Section Council. It is also critical that each Section comply with Section Council deadlines. Section goals will be due in July and the election for officers and nominating committee candidate must be completed by February 15.

5. New Business 
Susan discussed that the need to heighten the awareness of the Research Awards among other MLA members. A suggestion was made to have paper/poster authors indicate whether they would like to be considered for a research award when they submit their papers/posters (check box option in the OASIS system). This would highlight the research awards and streamline the judging process. As a member of the 2007 NPC, Susan will bring this need to the attention of the NPC and Section planners. Another suggestion for promoting the competition and winners, was to post the PDFs/PPTs of the winning posters on the Research Section Web site (with permission of the authors). Other suggestions included announcing the winners in MLA Focus and incorporating information about the research awards in the MLA call for participation. Descriptions and instructions for the Research Awards also need to be updated per new criteria and form. Kathy Kerdolff, Hanna Kwasik, Jon Eldredge, and Carole Gilbert volunteered to update award information on the Web Site.
6. At the close of the business meeting, Molly thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Lessick, MA, MLS, AHIP

Secretary/Treasurer, 2005/06 – 2006/07
June 28, 2006
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